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Peace letter to Mr. Barack Obama

WORLD PEACE NOW/Japan
Jan.20,2009
Dear Mr. Barack Obama,

We, WORLD PEACE NOW, offer congratulations on your taking office of the President of the United States of America.

WORLD PEACE NOW is a network-type organization of citizen groups in Japan which have been active since autumn of 2002, one
year after '9.11'. As you know, peace movement against military aggression on Iraq led by George. W. Bush's administration have
spread all over the world in year of 2003. We have been organizing anti-war activities continuously under the slogan of 'We can't
make peace by means of arms!'.

We know that the War in Iraq has faced situation of quagmire, victims of Iraqi citizen have been increasing more and more, and
numbers of U.S soldiers who were killed by war amounted to more than 4,000. Stressing immediate withdrawal of U.S. troops from
Iraq, Mr. Obama was elected as the President of the United States of America supported by not only international public opinion
against 'the war without any cause', but also increasing doubt on the cause of the War among the American people, as prolonged
occupation of Iraq.

Of course, we think there are many factors contributed for your victory. So many people's expectations, such as for finding a way out
of unprecedented economic crisis, and for changing policies of former administration which victimized the poor, boosted your
presidential campaign and brought your victory.

Peace-loving citizens of the world including ourselves, are expecting your promise to end the occupation of Iraq and to bring U.S
troops home. At the same time, we are very worrying your claim to concentrate U.S troops into Afghanistan

Please remind; No Afghan committed '9.11' incident. Is it justified as deed of Justice to attack militarily on Afghans in the name of
'anti-terrorist war'? Since the beginning of US-led war on Afghanistan and Iraq, conflicts all over the world have become increasingly
worse and our planet have been more and more unstable. During presidential campaign, you said you were ready to discuss with all
the people. We think you should solve all the problems on Iraq and Afghanistan by means of political negotiation. We also believe
that looking for the path to the 'Peace without Arms' would also bring big interest for U.S.

In spite of Japanese government's policies to support U.S-led Iraq war and to send its troops to Iraq, majority of Japanese people had
been against them. Many Japanese also opposed to Afghan War and its government's commitment to send Japanese naval vessels to
Indian Ocean Because of pressure by public opinion against war, Japanese government have to tentatively suspended the oil-supply
operation. Thus contrary to the government, Japanese people are opposing to wars both in Afghanistan and Iraq as many people are
doing so all over the world.

There are 85 U.S. permanent military bases in Japan. Including common bases with Japanese Self Defense Forces, there are 133
bases and establishments in our country servicing for U.S. troops. Now, through the relocation plan of U.S. military bases in Japan
and Asia-Pacific region, U.S. and Japanese administrations are constructing new bases of Henoko and Takae in Okinawa island. We
do think it is unnecessary to reinforce U.S. oversea military bases in this world of 21thcentury. We, Japanese, as well as Okinawan
people, are opposing with deep anger to such plans to strengthen U.S military power.

Military race for accumulating and developing nuclear weapons only leads to devastation and destruction of the world and
deterioration of global environment. We sincerely ask President Obama to realize the world without troops and military bases and to
build international society which will solve all the conflicts by peaceful means.

Finally, we are very much concerned about Israeli aggression on Palestine, particularly on Gaza. We keenly hope cease-fire and all
the support for casualties. United States have close relationships with Israel and have the responsibility and capability to stop Israel
policies of occupation and territorial enlargement in Palestine land. We expect you to take a initiative for sustainable peace and
reconciliation with justice in the Middle East.

with best regards



